SOME PHYSICAL FEATURES

in the Mandhav Hills in the centre of the province and
flows South-West until it reaches the sea at Navi Bandar,
in Porbandar State. Its length is nearly 120 miles, and
the land on both sides is extremely fertile. The Shet-
runji River rises in the Gir Forest, and flowing Eastward
through Palitana, empties itself into the Gulf of Cambay.
The Aji takes its rise near the centre, and flows Northward
past Rajkot, emptying itself into the Gulf of Kachh.
There are also other rivers of lesser size and importance,
and Kathiawad is decidedly a well-watered province. It
is remarkable, however, that all the oldest remains are to
be found in the South and South-East, and that portion
is undoubtedly more full of ancient historical associations
than any other part- In fact, it may safely be assumed
that the remainder of Kathiawad was at the best sparsely
inhabited when the Southernmost portions were the home
of an ancient and advanced civilization. The proba-
bilities are that except for these portions the country
was one of forest alternating with waste land, and the
borders of civilization were marked by the Bhadar River
in the North, and the holy places of Madhavpur and
Tulsishyam on the West and East respectively. Along
the coast were the seaports which attracted merchants
from all parts, and which formed emporiums for trade,
of such importance that it is difficult indeed to realize
what their renown as such must have been*

The identifications of the towns mentioned by Alexan-
drian merchants of the first and second centuries have
not yet been altogether satisfactorily established, and
conjecture has been chiefly resorted to by those eminent
archaeologists * who have endeavoured to trace places
from a similarity of names. One town alone seems to be
identified without much possibility of doubt. The
** Monoglosson" of Ptolemy (A.D. 161) has undergone
several changes before attaining its modern name of
* Dr. Lassen, Colonel Yule, Dr. Vincent.
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